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The chrome and stoel excesses of the
1980z bachelor pad have given way
to a subtler, more sophisticated look

WOADS: AMELLIA THORPE

" ne dient recommends another
and, befiore you know it, you've become
aspecialist ‘bachelor pad' interior designer,
which is just what's happened to Miloufor
Bakhtinr-Clignet *“The majority of my clients
are city guys, who are undsr 40 and singls” ghe
explaing. ‘On the one hand, they want high-tech
places with plenty of wow to impress their
friends, ond on the other, they wont o haven
where they con go to relace and totally forpet the
stresses of their jobs,' she says.

Essentinl requirements incude high- tech
*tovys for boys’, be it a state- of-the-art music
gystem home cinema, ssvernl TV and computer
screong and ‘amything on remote control’, ae
Bakhtinr-Clignet puts it, plus plenty of other
equipment, from a purpees-built homs gym
toa dimate-conirolled wine cellar and cigar
hurmidor While the gnd gets seem to be top of
the list of requirements what are the other
important consideration &7

To add the all -important ‘wow?, Baldtiar-
Clignot will create an impressive rereption area.
*They will usually entertnin a ot of people ot
the snme time " she says, so alarge, open-plan

living and diring sren, preferably with fireplaces and a bar, is idenl I there
iz space, she likes to create a separate media room with very comfortabls
seating *That's where they con schlompf and watch TV she adda.

And what about colours ¥ Helen Fewster of Suna Interior Degign, who
reqularly degigna show penthouse apartments for developers, tarpeted ot
professionals, who often happen to be men wanting a city centre pied-4-
terre, hos strong views. "With guys, we tend to awoid renlly strong colours”
she explains. A more neutml palette of charcoal greys and oatmenls are
more likely, although she will use accents. of bolder colour to crentea
cmfidont ook And we always always, amid the *playboy® Lok of the
gos - black red and white - that's an sbeolute no-go. she laughs.

Snrmsnn e else with a client list of often male dty professionals is
interior dogigner, Sally Dernie ‘Many men like their homes to ook very
ordered and elegant, witha place for everything ond everything in ite
place says Demie. *They often say that they want it to look like o hotel,
albeit one with some personal possessions about - but everything is very
cmaidered and streamlined ' Many, she says, tend towards a muted
palette of colours, ‘but I always try to push alittle further, so that it
doean't look soulless ! shegays.

The kitchen, however, tends not to get much attention, apart from a
large fridpe with ire and water dispensor and, preformbly, an integrated TV.
‘Although T have a few who cook for plensure, most of themn couldn't core
less," anys Bakhtiar-Clignet, adding thata coterer is usually o hond to
dmlwiﬂuﬂ!pnrﬁ.ea *They are mare into barbecues, so o termce with
music and heating iz much more important ' Interior designer Karin
Verzriu of Key Interinrs agrees. *Many are not that interested in the
kitchen but it Anes nesd to have all mind cone to eflect the quality of the
rest of the apartment " she says.

And what about the bedroom? Bakhtior-Clignet puts it succinctly:
*They want a gid tmp” she lughs. % beoutiful bed, nirecarpeting, and a
fridge full of champagne, vodka and coviar' She finds that many dients
also enjoy a huaurious bathroom, complete with super-powerful shower
ond steam room_ A home gym i another maquirement if space permits,
complete with in tegrated AV equipment, even computer screens so that
her chonte can work while they exerciss

An ordered and well-lit bespoke dreasing mom is alss important, s
desigrer Gilly Holloway explains. Tt nesds to be tidy” she soys. Tt's
something ahout sucressful men - they particularly don't like chaos
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Not every
male client is
interested...

says
Gilly Holloway, a designer who runs a
property search firm. ‘Instead, | try to
get a handle on their lifestyle to find
an interest that they get excited
about.' She might work on ways
to display a client's paintings, for
example, or choose a colour scheme
for a perfectly lit art collection.

Sally Dernie says that limited
interest may be less to do with
whether her city professional clients
are male, and more to do with the
fact that they are busy. ‘Their attitude
tends to be, *l just want to get it
done”,’ she explains. “So | tend to
approach them In a businesslike way.
| presant them with three clear
options and explain that they need to
maka time to make thelr cholces or

| can't do my job properly, and most
respond perfactly well to that.”

g High-tech For the latest

in high-tech smart home
control, intellipent lighting,
multi-room & home dnema,
networks and phone systems,
and OCTV and home security,
choose an installer with system intepration
experience. 'bost home technology can be
inteprtad inte acentral control system,
concealed fiom viewin a dedicated systems
cupboard, with music, television, ighting
mand heating, all controlled from the same
touch-screens and remotes, says homs
teclmolopy spedalist, Alistair Ingram of
ClearSphere. wuwmeclearsphare.couk

Contacts

Hollvway likes to nduden drmwer with leather-lined compartments

for watches, cuff links and dress ping, plus separate shoe storage, shelves
for swenters and casual dothes, and space to hang rows and rows of
coour-graded shirts. ‘There con be 60-80 shirts in there"she amoys. #nd
for one dient, I even desipned specially-sized dmwers to fit the way his
meid folded his bewr shorts”

Helen Fewster paints. to another aspect of pied-#-terre degign- ite
envimnmentnl credentinls. In her experience, younger buyers, especially,
are now expecting to see eco-friendly interiors that ferture sustrinable
materiale, vw-enorgy lighting and corvendent recyeling armmpemonts.
‘Tt'sall got to be well thought out and made s ensy as poesible’ she says.

Corvenienceis all, it seema Most of Bakhtiar-Clignet's diente prefer
to pay more, she says, for a hasslefres sarvice They want to buy the best
g0 that there won't be any trouble, snd ns somn a8 something's not ok,
it's a big problem " she says. ‘They just dor't have the time to deal with i’

Mautral palktmwith
calewrful accarts and
comfortable seating maks
a mucesanfu cambination
[above), as do imprenaie,
opan-plan dining aream
with n firaplames and
far m:t.::. in [right]).
Bath are by NBB Daaign.

Stears rooms Home steam
solutions ars becomming
increasingly ensy toinstall,’
says Antony Watldns of Helo,
manufacturer of bespoks stemm
showers and wet rooms, spa-
styletiled rooms, and stenm additions to
shower enclosures. Look cut for the added
axtmes too, such as fibre -optic 'starry night'
lighting, integrated music systems, imko fold-
up seats or sweeping mosaic-tiled or cerammic
benches, infra-red ssat heating, and mtomatic
agzential oil fmprancing systems. The compact
steam penerting equipment can be sited in
am adjacent cupboard or loft. wwwhelacoak

Wine storage "Wine stored
properly tastes better, says
Dianie] Primack of Around Wine,
" UK distributor of EumCive.
411 wine that istobe kept for
wesk g, months or vears will
maturs properly when stored in a cellar
environment.' Primack sugpests 12-13°C as
the perfect tempemture for storing wine Other
options induds traditionally built cellar wins
racks. 'Keep wine cool in a dark and humid
environment, sway from UV light, and aveid
fluctuations in temperaturs,’ says A dam
Ruszszell of wine importer, Domaine Direct.
W aroceave.co. k. s aromdwine.coak
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